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Summer 2006 Program Dates

Saturday, June 24, 2006

Come and celebrate Summer FEST on
Saturday, June 24, 2006. The event takes
place at Fort Steilacoom Park starting at 12
noon as the City of Lakewood continues to
celebrate its 10th Anniversary. Your Lakewood
Historical Society will join other historical
groups with “Walk into History” featuring
ongoing tours of the Officer Quarters at Old
Fort Steilacoom, a dedication at 2 PM at the
Western State Hospital Cemetery and static
displays and photographs related to historic
sites in Lakewood. See the flyer enclosed with
this newsletter for more details about other
activities.

Tuesday, July 18m 2006

On Tuesday, July 18, 2006, at 7 PM, in the Council
Chambers at City Hall, the program will feature a
discussion about the young history of the City of
Lakewood with our former mayors, Bill Harrison
and Doug Richardson. Come early to view a
display in City Hall celebrating the 10t
Anniversary.

Tuesday, August 15, 2006

Plan now for the program on Tuesday, August 15,
2006. It will be on location at the American Lake
Veterans’ Hospital. The hospital staff will present
an interesting overview of the hospital followed
by a tour of the beautiful grounds. Afterwards,
strawberry shortcake will be served. This is a
member only event meaning only members and
their invited guests can attend, it is not open to
the public. More information on this program wiill
be forthcoming in the August 2006 newsletter.

Support LHS’s Storefront Museum Today!

1) Renew your membership

2) Bring in a new member

3) Donate your time,

4) Donate archival, artifact, memorabilia,
and ephemera items

5) Donate office equipment and supplies

6) Write a check to your LHS.
See inside for more information!

LHS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Your
donations are gratefully accepted and are tax
deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Lakewood Historical Society
(253) Phone: 682-3480
Email: lakewoodhistorical@hotmail.com




President’s Report

In our last two months, we have been active in
achieving our goals:

v The Long Range Plan was adopted by the LHS
Board at the June meeting. We now have a
blueprint to guide us in the pursuit of our goals. We’d
like to thank the Planning Committee for their hard
work in this endeavor. If any member would like to
review the Plan, Please leave a message at LHS
(253) 682-3480.

v’ The Storefront Museum rental contact has been
completed. The anticipated opening in September
and recent newspaper articles have heightened
awareness in the community of our organization.
These are exciting times for us all. Please review
“The Storefront Museum?” article in this newsletter
and identify ways you can contribute.

v’ The rest of our committees have become

LHS Committee Reports

Planning Committee

Your Planning Committee has completed several
items on its to-do list:

¥v" Completed negotiations and arrangements for
a lease on our storefront museum. Your Board of
Directors approved the lease and the

President signed it.

¥’ Began organizational planning for bringing the
museum into being.

v’ Spent some time on preliminary plans for
fundraising, and met with initial fundraising group.

¥" Completed work on the long range plan, and
presented it to the Board, which adopted it.
Brad MacGowan

operational. They include Public Relations and
Marketing, chaired by Stephanie Walsh;
Fundraising, facilitated by Becky Huber; and
the Storefront Museum, directed by Janda
Volkmer. These committees will be taking on
the tasks originally assumed by the Planning
Committee. That committee can now turn its
attention to the continued pursuit of the
permanent museum plans.

Our committees need dedicated members to
help accomplish our goals. Please contact me
at 582-8682 to discuss how you can help.

v’ The LHS web site designer has been
selected. We are hoping the site is up and
running by the end of June.

Becky Huber
Vice President, LHS

Membership Committee Report

Jack Avril is our new Membership Committee
Chairman. He has experience in several other
organizations and has some good ideas on
how to increase membership.

With the recent news articles about our new
museum, there has been a significant interest
in joining the society and we have several
more members. Please take a few minutes to
greet our new members at the next meeting.
We certainly appreciate our renewing
members! Your continued support is vital to the
attainment of our goals.

With the increased workload, Jack needs a
few more volunteers to help him with this
important job.

Beckv Huber




Storefront Museum - 6211 Mount Tacoma Drive

In the April/May issue of our newsletter we
reported that your Board of Directors
authorized the Treasurer to negotiate a lease
for a Storefront museum in the Colonial
Center. As reported at various meetings and
in the local press, a two-year lease with
options was signed, effective June 1st, for the
former AARP space at 6211 Mt. Tacoma Dr.
S.W.

The grand opening is anticipated in
September with a special “Members Only”
opening in advance. We have several drafts
of different floor plan layouts now and have
developed exhibit themes and designs. We
have about 1400 square feet to fill with
exhibits, a children’s corner and a small
museum store. We need your help to collect
the memories and identify the themes that
will tell the Lakewood story.

What are the significant historical events to
highlight? What didn’t make history but has a
fascinating story? How has the Lakewood
area changed over the years? What were
the old familiar names of neighborhoods,
shops, play areas, shortcuts, etc. before
development? What items would you be
willing to donate or loan to help illustrate
Lakewood’s history and tell these stories?

Definitions:

Archival: documents, maps, photos,
drawings, records and similar materials of
historical importance.

Artifact: Manmade objects; usually
associated with an earlier time or cultural
period.

Memorabilia: mementos, souvenirs and
miscellaneous material of matters and events
worth remembering

Ephemera: Short-lived or transitory items
intended for limited use; e.g., pamphlets,
programs, tickets, slogans, signs, pins;
especially when preserved in collections.

Donation Wish List — People, Things & Dollars

Artifacts and Archival Materials: Objects, photos,
maps, documents, dairies, journals, memorabilia
relative to Lakewood history,

Reference and Research Library materials

Books, maps, recordings, surveys, documents,
news clippings, programs, and similar material on
local history; especially volumes such as the 1927
History of Pierce County, WA by W. P. Bonney;
and other early volumes that tell the story of
Lakewood’s early history, it’s people, places and
unique stories.

Furnishings: — New or Gently Used

Small reception desk for docents, Good desk
chair for docents, Coat rack, Bench style seating
for visitors, Office desks (2) and good quality
chairs, Filing Cabinets, Bookcases, magazine
boxes, Accessories: filing trays, staplers, hole
punch, Paper cutter, mat cutter;

Work Tables - 2 - 6 foot, folding, Meeting Tables -
2 - 8 foot, folding, Folding padded chairs and
chair rack

Office Equipment

Telephones (1 landline, 1-2 portable), Fax
Machine, Shredder, Computer (<2 years old,
preferably with XP), Printer — preferably laser
Small copy machine, Dictionary, reference books
& materials

Exhibit Fabrication Tools to keep on site

Simple household / cabinetry tools such as
hammers, saws, screwdrivers, pliers, nail punch,
levelelectric hand tools, etc. and a tool box!

Volunteers needed - Lend us your skills!
Collections: Inventory, accession catalogue

Docents: Greet/guide museum guests 1-2
times/month

Educators: Help with children’s exhibits/ programs
Researchers: Artifacts; exhibit themes; local
history

Writers: Write history vignettes, exhibit text, labels,
Program: Help organize/produce programs of
interest

Technology: Help set up and manage systems
Retailers: Help set up and manage the museum
store




Famous FBI Cases, Lakewood Washington

“The Weyerhaeuser Kidnapping”

Lightly edited from the FBI files

http://www.fbi.gov/libref/historic/famcases/weyer/weyer.htm

On May 24, 1935, George
Weyerhaeuser, the nine-year old
son of prominent lumberman J.P.
Weyerhaeuser of Tacoma (now
Lakewood), Washington,
disappeared on his way home
from school. Although the
students at Lowell School, which
he attended, were released for
lunch earlier than usual, George
followed his regular practice of
immediately walking to the
nearby Annie Wright Seminary to
meet his sister Ann. The family's
chauffeur generally met George
and Ann at the Seminary to drive
them to their home in Lakewood
for lunch at noon. Arriving at the
Seminary 10 or 15 minutes early
that day, George apparently
decided to walk home rather
than wait for his sister. But George
never reached home that day;
somewhere between the
Seminary and his house, George
Weyerhaeuser was kidnapped.

When the Weyerhaeuser family
realized that George was missing,
they searched for him and
notified the police department of
his disappearance. That evening,
a special delivery letter,
addressed "To Whom It May
Concern," arrived at the
Weyerhaeuser home. It listed a
series of demands, including the
payment of $200,000 ransom in
unmarked twenty-, ten-, and five-
dollar bills in exchange for the
boy. George's sighature

Photograph Courtesy of Seattle Public Library

appeared on the back of the
envelope in which the letter arrived.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation's
(FBI) Portland, Oregon, Field Office
was advised of the facts in this case,
and Special Agents were sent to
Lakewood to investigate. Adhering to
the kidnappers' instructions, an
advertisement, signed "Percy Minnie,"
was placed in the personal column of
the "Seattle Post-Intelligencer" to
indicate that the Weyerhaeusers
would comply with the kidnappers
demands. Similar messages were
placed in the same newspaper on
May 27 and May 29, 1935.

Mr. Weyerhaeuser received a letter
from the kidnappers on May 29, 1935.
He was instructed to register at the
Ambassador Hotel in Seattle,
Washington, as James Paul Jones
and to await further contact. Also
enclosed with the kidnappers' letter
was a short note from George, stating
that he was safe. Mr. Weyerhaeuser
followed instructions, and at ten that
night, a taxicab driver delivered



another letter to him at the hotel.

Complying with directions given in the note,
Weyerhaeuser drove to a desighated point,
where he found two sticks driven into the ground
with a piece of white cloth attached. There he
found a message directing him to another signal
cloth further down the road. However, when he
reached the second signal cloth, he found no
message. He waited there for two hours before
returning to the hotel.

On the morning of May 30, 1935, an anonymous
party telephoned Mr. Weyerhaeuser, saying that
he had not followed orders the previous night.
George's father assured the caller that he
wanted to cooperate but that he could not find
the last note.

At 9:45 that night, a man with a European
accent telephoned Mr. Weyerhaeuser and
advised him to proceed to an address where he
would find a note in a tin can. Thereafter, he
proceeded from one point to another, following
directions he found at each place.

On a dirt road off the main highway between
Seattle and Tacoma, he found a flag and
another note advising him to wait for five
minutes with the dome light of his car burning
and then to go to another white sign on the
same road. The note he found there told him to
leave his car and walk back toward Seattle. If
the money was in order, George would be
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released within 30 hours.

Mr. Weyerhaeuser had walked about 100 yards when
he heard a loud noise from the bushes. A man ran
out, got in the car and drove away with the $200,000
ransom money.

Young George Weyerhaeuser was released at a
shack near Issaquah, Washington, on the morning of
June 1, 1935.

George revealed that when he left Annie Wright
Seminary on May 24, 1935, he took a shortcut
through some tennis courts. As he left the tennis
courts, he met a man of about 40 with brown hair
and a moustache who asked for directions. When
George responded, the man picked him up and
carried him to a sedan which was parked across the
street.

The child noticed that a second man was sitting in
the front seat of the car. George was put in the back
seat and a blanket was thrown over him. He was
driven around for over an hour, during which time he
heard the men conversing in whispers.

The men stopped the car by the side of a road and
removed the blanket covering George. He was given
an envelope and told to write his name in pencil on
the back of it. He was then blindfolded and carried
ten or twelve steps, where he said the man must
have waded across a stream because he heard
rushing water. On the other side of the stream, he
was placed on the ground and led by the hand over
the countryside for about one-half or three-quarters
of a mile. The boy noticed that the area was covered

Adhering to the kidnappers' instructions, an advertisement, signed "Percy Minnie,"
was placed in the personal column of the "Seattle Post-Intelligencer”




with bushes or trees, which he frequently
brushed against, and that the ground was very
uneven.

They arrived at a point by a large log, and the
man who was leading George put him into a
hole which had been dug in the ground.
George, whose blindfold had been removed,
estimated the hole to be about four square
feet. After chaining the boy's right wrist and
leg, his two captors placed a board over the
hole, completely covering it. The men took
turns guarding him until about ten that night,
when one of them said that the police might
find the hole.

The boy was carried back to the car and
placed in the trunk, where he rode for about
an hour. He was taken from the car and led
through the woods again. Reaching their
destination, his kidnappers dug another hole
while George waited by a tree. George was
placed into this hole, along with a seat from
the car and two blankets, and the hole was
covered with tar paper. Subsequent
examinations of this hole revealed the
presence of lizards and spiders which could
have endangered the child's health.

Investigation determined that on May 26, 1935,
the two men, accompanied by a woman, put
George in the trunk of a Ford and drove
through Washington into Idaho. Having passed
through Blanchard, Idaho, they followed the
highway until they turned at a point on the
mountain. During the early morning, the boy
was taken from the car and handcuffed to a
tree, where he was guarded until nightfall.

His abductors then took him to a house and
put him in a large closet with a mattress, two
chairs and a small white table. On the evening
of Friday, May 31, 1935, George was told that
they were leaving this house. He noticed a
watch on the table indicating it was 5:55. The
two men, who addressed each other as "Bill"
and "Harry," went upstairs. George did not try
to run away because the men had told him

that he would be going home soon.

Again, George was placed in the car's trunk
and taken to a little shack near Issaquah,
Washington. At about 3:30 the following
morning, his captors left, telling him that his
father would come to take him home. George
wandered into a farmhouse and announced
his identity. The family took him in, washed him,
gave him clean clothes, and drove him to
Lakewood, Washington, in their car.

When the FBI started investigating this case,
every precaution was taken to ensure the safe
return of the victim. During the period of
negotiation, Special Agents conducted the
investigation quietly. Serial numbers of the
ransom bills were sent to FBI Headquarters in
Washington, D.C., where ransom lists were
prepared. Immediately after the kidnappers
received the money, these lists were sent to all
of the Bureau’s field offices for distribution to
commercial enterprises, including banks, hotels
and raillway companies.

On June 2, 1935, a $20 ransom bill was
tendered in payment of a railway ticket from
Huntington, Oregon, to Salt Lake City, Utah.
Investigation by FBI Agents determined the
purchaser to be Harmon Metz Waley.

Shortly thereafter, many ransom bills appeared
in discount stores in Salt Lake City, Utah. Due to
the limited number of Special Agents available
there, police officers were placed in each
downtown discount store, and each store was
furnished a copy of the ransom list. As a result,
on June 8, 1935, a police detective stationed
at a Woolworth store was notified by a cashier
that a woman had presented one of the
ransom bills. The detective took the woman,
who proved to be Margaret E. Waley, wife of
Harmon Waley, to the FBI's Salt Lake City Field
Office.




Upon her arrival at the field office, another
ransom bill was discovered in her pocketbook.
Although she told a number of conflicting
stories, her correct home address was
obtained.

Later that day, Harmon Metz Waley was
arrested at home. After making several false
statements, he confessed that he and William
Dainard, whom he had met in the Idaho State
Penitentiary, had kidnapped the boy. He
added that his wife had no knowledge of the
kidnapping until their arrival in Spokane,
Washington. She had been at the hideout
house and helped them negotiate the ransom.

Approximately $3,700 of the ransom money
was found to have been burned in the Waleys'
stove. The ashes were sent to the FBI
Laboratory in Washington, D.C., where it was
determined that a sufficient number of the bills
remained to positively identify them.

Waley claimed that he and Dainard planned
to split the money evenly, but that Dainard
cheated him out of $5,000. After further
questioning at the field office, Waley said that
he bought a Ford Roadster, which he
registered as Herman Von Metz, when he
arrived in Salt Lake City. Under a clump of trees
or bushes, he had buried $90,790, which
Special Agents recovered on June 11, 1935.

Learning that Waley arranged to meet
Dainard at the home of Margaret Waley's
parents, Agents proceeded to that house. Her
grandfather advised that a man answering
Dainard's description had come to the house
asking for the Waleys. The grandfather told him
that the Waleys had been there eatrlier to pick
up their suitcase but they returned to Salt Lake
City and had been arrested. The man
exclaimed, "My God, did they get everything
they had?" before returning to his car and
driving off.

Physical evidence found in the hideout, the
holes and the kidnappers' homes was
examined by personnel of the FBI Laboratory.
Fingerprint identification positively linked the
Waleys and Dainard to the shack where the
ransom had been divided. Also, Harmon
Waley's fingerprints appeared on the cans in
which notes for Mr. Weyerhaeuser were
placed, and a fingerprint identified as
Margaret Waley's was found at the hideout.

On June 19, 1935, the Federal Grand Jury,
Tacoma, Washington, returned an indictment
charging William Dainard, Harmon Metz Waley
and Margaret E. Waley with kidnapping and
conspiracy to kidnap.

Harmon Waley entered a plea of guilty on
June 21, 1935, and was sentenced to serve
concurrent prison terms of 45 years on charge
of kidnapping and 2 years on charge of
conspiring to kidnap. He was sent to the United
States Penitentiary, McNeil Island, Washington.
Waley later was transferred to the United
States Penitentiary, Alcatraz Island, California.

On June 22, 1935, Margaret Waley pleaded
not guilty to both charges. She was brought to
trial in United States District Court, Tacoma,
Washington, on July 5, 1935. Four days later,
she was sentenced to serve two concurrent
20-year terms in the United States Detention
Farm, Milan, Michigan.

After Wiliam Dainard had spoken with Mrs.
Waley's grandfather, he proceeded to Butte,
Montana. On June 9, 1935, he was recognized
by a police officer who attempted to
apprehend him. Dainard eluded the officer,
and later his car was found to have been
abandoned, along with $15,155 in ransom
money.

An Identification Order, which included
Dainard's photograph, fingerprints, handwriting




specimen, and background information, was
prepared, and copies were distributed
throughout the United States. In response to
information received that Dainard may have
gone to either Mexico or Australia, copies of the
Identification Order also were furnished to police
agencies in both countries.

In early 1936, bills with altered serial numbers
began to surface in the western part of the
country. The FBI Laboratory's examination of
these bills revealed the true serial numbers to be
identical with those of ransom bills. Banks were
advised to be alert to any person presenting
altered currency for exchange.

On May 6, 1936, employees of two different Los
Angeles, California, banks reported that a man
had exchanged altered bills at each bank. His
license number, obtained by personnel of both
banks, was issued to a Bert E. Cole. A surveillance
was maintained at the address listed for that
license number. On the morning of May 7, 1936,
Special Agents assigned to the FBI's San Francisco
Field Office were instructed to search that
neighborhood. Two Agents found a Ford bearing
the reported license number in a parking lot
enclosed by a wire fence.

Later, a man entered the car and attempted to
start it. When it failed to start, he got out of the
car and lifted the hood. Agents approached the
man, who was readily identified as being
Dainard. He submitted to arrest without
resistance, and a .45 caliber Colt automatic pistol
was removed from his person.

When questioned, Dainard admitted his
participation in the kidnapping. At the time of his
arrest, Agents recovered $37,374.47 in ransom
money and bills that Dainard admitted he had
received in exchange for ransom money. Special
Agents also recovered $14,000 in $100 bills that
Dainard had buried in Utah. In addition, various
dyes and other paraphernalia used to change
serial numbers on paper currency were found in
the garage of his Los Angeles, California, home.

Dainard was removed to Tacoma,
Washington, where he entered a guilty plea in
the United States District Court on May 9, 1936.
He was sentenced to serve two concurrent 60-
year prison terms for kidnapping and
conspiring to kidnap. That same day, he was
sent to the United States Penitentiary, McNeil
Island, Washington. Upon his subsequent
transfer to the United States Penitentiary,
Leavenworth, Kansas, prison authorities
determined Dainard to be insane and
recommended that he be confined to a
hospital.

Further investigation by the FBl revealed that
Edward Fliss, an associate of Dainard's, had
assisted him in exchanging the ransom money.
Fliss was locate at the Delmar Hotel, San
Francisco, California, where he was arrested
by FBI Agents. He offered no resistance and
admitted to helping Dainard dispose of the
ransom money.

Fliss was removed to Seattle, Washington,
where an indictment was returned on
November 10, 1936, charging him with assisting
in the disposition of ransom money. He entered
a plea of guilty and was sentenced to serve
ten years in prison and to pay a fine of $5,000.

The participants in this kidnapping were
sentenced to actual prison terms aggregating
135 years. During the course of the
investigation, Special Agents of the FBI
recovered a total of $157,319.47 in ransom
money and cash received in exchange for
ransom money. Harmon Metz Waley was the
last of the kidnappers to be released from
custody. He was paroled from the United
States Penitentiary, McNeil Island, Washington,
on June 3, 1963, at the age of 52.

The victim of this kidnapping, George
Weyerhaeuser, ultimately became the
Chairman of the Board for the Weyerhaeuser
Company.




Revisiting Those Terrible Treaties

At the Lakewood Historical Society May 2006
program, the dramatic portrayal of Ezra
Meeker by historian/actor Raymond Egan
brought to life the many facets of our local
history. As he hobbled to the stage in period
dress, we were immediately drawn into
Meeker’s compelling tale of “Those Terrible
Treaties.”

Ezra set the stage with logistics of the 1850’s —
our government, the military presence and the
many Indian tribes throughout Washington
Territory. As he spoke, it was easy to capture a
visual of the era. We were taken away from
the simplicity of email to a time when critical
government news took months to spread.

Ezra described the many clauses and
contradictions written into the Indian treaties.
The detail with which he described them left us
wondering how these unfair “contracts” could
ever have been deemed acceptable. Ezra
denounced Governor Isaac |. Stevens as
impatient and insensitive in dealings with the
tribes, noting he was often intoxicated during
treaty councils and other public events.

As the tragedy of Chief Leschi unfolded, Ezra
shared his experience on the jury of Leschi’s
first trial which ended in a deadlocked jury. The
second trial ended in the conviction of Chief
Leschi and Ezra described the disgrace he and
others felt when this great leader was hung.

As the presentation ended, Ezra transformed
into Mr. Egan and addressed several questions
from the enchanted Sunday afternoon crowd.
That afternoon of local history allowed us a
step back in time as we visited a past that
cannot be changed, but always remembered
for its powerful effect on the future.

Special thanks to Humanities, Washington for
funding this program and supporting The
Lakewood Historical Society.

Stephanie Walsh

Among the Best in Lakewood

The following LHS members made
donations to the LHS. Thank you!

Stephanie and Gregg Walsh
Samuel G. Hewston

Irene Russo

Paul and Jan Reeder

Edie Brewer

Juantia Ash

Molly and Tal Edman

Betty Fulton

David and Janet McDonald
Skip and Judy Rash

Patrick and Marla Riggs

Ron and Sheri Van Dusen

HOME STREET BANK

A big thank-you to Sue Bogzuweski, LHS member
and Manager of Home St. Bank for hosting a
very successful "Book Signing" on May 11th.
About 30 people attended and 18 "Lakewood"
Books were sold and signed by authors Walter
Neary and Steve Dunkelberger.

LHS member Ed Kane also showed his interesting
photos of Lakewood scenery.

Refreshments were provided by Home St. Bank,
Donna Cable and Margaret Gunter.




Mark Your Calendars

Become a LHS Member Today

Be sure to join the Lakewood Historical Society
today for only $15 for an individual membership
or $25 for a family.

Membership dues help pay for programs,
promote our Lakewood community, and

LAKEWOOD HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 98014
LAKEWOOD, WASHINGTON 98499

LakewoodHistorical@hotmail.com

recognize and preserve key historical sites
through the Lakewood area. Send your check
to Lakewood Historical Society, P.O. Box 98014,
Lakewood, WA 98499.

If you have questions, please call 682-3480 or
email lakewoodhistorical@hotmail.com.



